
Annual taxes on a $250,000 home with $83,333 household income
Mariemont Mariemont
(working in (working in    Wyoming Williams Terrace
Mariemont) Cincinnati) Meadow Park

Village T axes
Real Estate (village portion) 595           595          736    1,411  613

Earnings             1,042           208

Association fees      295

Income          417

Total Village tax/household             1,637          804       1,153                 1,706                  613
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The deadline for the August issue of the
Village Views is Friday August 6th.

Reminder - There is no July paper

Cable 4 broadcasts the most recent
Terrace Park Village Council meet-
ings throughout the month at the
following times: Monday at 5:30
p.m., Thursdays at 10:30 p.m., and
Saturdays at 8:30 p.m.

Councilman Mark Porst, who is
publishing an article in this month’s
Village Views, updated Council and
the Mayor about the continuing “ter-
rific effort” which is being put forth
to scrutinize the Terrace Park bud-
get to accommodate the loss of
Estate Tax Revenue. Council Mem-
bers have been attending 8 a.m.
Saturday meetings to scrutinize the
current budget. The budget is cur-
rently running at a deficit.  A meet-
ing and presentation on “How to
Prepare a Terrace Park Budget for
the Future” will be held on June 24
and July 1, at 7:30 p.m. Council
members, headed by Councilman
Porst, will be able to share their per-
spectives with residents.  Porst gave
an analysis which compared the tax
burden of several “like” communi-
ties to Terrace Park. The result of
his studies show that Terrace Park
has the lowest tax burden of all

Budget, buses and bikes all part of June Council meeting
By Susan House

compared. Porst highly encourages
the attendance of all residents at
one of the meetings.

Memorial Day
Mayor Jay Gohman, individual

councilmen, and Chief Robert Ba-
con expressed their greatest ap-
preciation for the efforts put forth
for the successful events at the vil-
lage green on Memorial Day.  Hats
off to Ray Normile for his organi-
zation of activities and festivities.
Jim Rauth and the C.C.T.P. (Con-
cerned Citizens for Terrace Park)
were thanked for their part in the
successful event, including the
meet and greet of Terrace Park of-
ficials and volunteers. Councilman
Jeff Koreman was recognized for
his many hours of work to assure
the gazebo was in top shape. He
was even seen “power washing”
the gazebo the night before Memo-
rial Day. Repair of the gazebo was
voluntarily done by Drackett Harth
Construction. Jim Peterkin also
was thanked for his help in setting
up the sound system. Great
weather and a wonderful crowd
made this a super event.

Metro
The Mayor sent a letter to

Metro requesting that they continue
bus service within Terrace Park on
a limited basis, with runs at least in
the morning and afternoon, for
people traveling back and forth to
work. (See story on page 3 for up-
dated information.)

Bike trail
Councilman Jeff Koreman de-

livered letters to the people who live
near the proposed bike trail path.
A meeting was held, with approxi-
mately 30 people in attendance.
Koreman’s plan is to have individual
street residents elect a chairman
who will attend meetings in the fu-
ture.  The group will bring sugges-
tions for the bike trail and work on
answering various questions posed
by residents.  Councilman Koreman
has written another letter to Scott
Zodie asking certain questions that
have already come forward.  He has
also requested an aerial map of the
trail for use in planning.

Storm water
Councilman Jack Brown re-

ported that he will be receiving one
proposal for engineering studies on
storm drain restoration.  He is look-
ing forward to this proposal, but re-
minds all that the storm drain prob-
lems are far reaching.

Bill Fiedler, the building inspec-
tor, mentioned that next week will

In other business
During the “resident’s input” ses-
sion, Peter Lowry, of 2 Oxford, re-
quested that the village engineer
be asked to take a look at erosion
that has occurred adjacent to his
property, on a deeded right-of-way
which is owned by Terrace Park.
Councilman Brown said that he will
investigate.

Council members approved a
resolution, set forth by Councilman
Brown, for street painting in the
amount of $46,085. A grant of
$15,000 will also be received from
the State of Ohio.  The total cost of
street painting is $61,185.

Chief Bacon reported that the
Terrace Park Police Department

has received a mobile video cam-
era from the State of Ohio.  Officer
Pruitt attended a class on the op-
eration of the equipment.

Councilman Terry Howe pro-
posed a resolution, that was ap-
proved, to buy a new Dell computer
for Mayor’s Court operations.  The
department presently has software
that will streamline Mayor’s Court
activities internally, but an adequate
computer is required

Councilman Koreman an-
nounced that there will be storage
parking spaces available at the en-
vironmental center within the next
few weeks.  He felt that he should
be able to contact all people on the
waiting list with this information.

Terrace Park Historical Society Survey
Please respond to the following:

1 Why did you move to Terrace Park?  What do you love about
Terrace Park? What makes Terrace Park such a special place?
2 Would you like to have us reprint (perhaps with some addi-
tions) Ellis Rawnsley’s book A Place Called Terrace Park?
3 Would you like a video ($12) or DVD ($15) of “Terrace Park
with Love”?  This was put together by Susan Heil Abernethy Frank
in the autumn of 1990.
4 What questions do you have about the history of Terrace Park
that we can answer?

Please respond to Carol C. Cole at 629 Myrtle Avenue,
Terrace Park OH 45174
or to cccole4@juno.com or 831-6771

Complete application Notice to adjacent Meeting date
file date property owners
June 21 July 5 July 20
July 21 August 2 August 17
August 23 September 6 September 21
September 21 October 4 October 19
October 21 November 1 November 16
November 19 December 6 December 21

begin the new schedule of meetings
of the Zoning Board of Appeals.
The meetings will be held every
third Tuesday of the month, as long
as there are applications that have
been properly submitted.  The dead-
line schedule submitted to the Vil-
lage Views is as follows:

At 7:30 p.m. on June 24 and
July 1, Village Council will hold an
open forum on community finances.
This will be presentation and open
discussion. We urge residents to
come, ask questions and share
ideas on how we can prepare Ter-
race Park for the future.

In the May Village Views, Vil-
lage Council shared financial chal-
lenges caused by increasing costs,
needed capital improvements and
the loss of significant Estate Tax
revenue.  The May Village Views is
posted at “www.terracepark.com.”
This note will compare Terrace Park
taxes on a $250K house with $83K
annual income to the same house-
hold in comparable, neighboring
communities. Pure “apples-to-

A message from Village Council about our taxes
apples” comparisons are difficult.
Most communities enjoy economies
of scale over Terrace Park which
has very little business tax base and
one of the smallest populations in
Hamilton County.  Some communi-
ties choose to pay for services Ter-
race Park does not provide like
pools, and recreation facilities.  Oth-
ers charge residents for services
like waste collection.

In any case, comparisons are
illuminating. In May we said
volunteerism and limited govern-
ment make Terrace Park remark-
ably efficient.  As you will see be-
low, a Terrace Park home of equal
value and the same household in-
come pays lower overall village
taxes than most Hamilton County

communities.  For the balance of
this note, we compare the taxes (in-
come, earnings and real estate) lev-
ied by village governments for ser-
vices like local street repair, Police,
Fire, EMS, waste removal and ba-
sic village maintenance.  These
comparisons exclude taxes that
go to schools and Hamilton
County .

How do Terrace Park village
taxes compare to other communi-
ties? Terrace Park village real estate
taxes (8.33 mills) rank 56 out of 105
Hamilton County tax districts.  That’s
only part of the story.  Most commu-
nities levy income or earnings tax in
addition to real estate taxes.  Here
is a more comprehensive compari-
son to a few similar communities:

Correction
In the listing of chiefs at the conclusion of the history of Ter-

race Park Fire Department, Dave Glassmeyer’s name was omit-
ted.  We apologize for this oversight, and know you will all join us
in voicing your appreciation for Glassmeyer’s contribution to the
department and the Village.

Seated: Stewart Proctor (Class of ‘43), Nancy Zink Murrell (Class of
‘57), Joan Ludlow Lawrence (Class of ‘49). Standing: Terrace Park
parent Sandy Taylor, Jerry Robinson (Class of ‘55), teacher Karen
Roberts, PTO President Denise Walter, TP parent Jenny Whittaker,
Garth Semple (Class of ‘48), Principal Robert Denny and Dick Fite
(Class of ‘53).

The Terrace Park High School
Alumni Association donated a
bench to their former school, now

Terrace Park alums dedi-
cate bench to school

Terrace Park Elementary. The last
class graduated from Terrace Park
High School in 1957.

In August, the Mayor Jay
Gohman and the Village Views
would like to honor those men
and women from Terrace Park
who are serving our country.  To
help assure that we include as
many people as possible,
please tell us if you know of
someone that should be in-
cluded. Please send their
name, their branch of the mili-
tary, their rank, where they are
stationed and your name and
phone number (if there are any
questions) to:  Editor, Village
Views, PO Box 212, Terrace
Park, Ohio, 45174.

Taxes continued on page 3



dAugust  deadline :
The August deadline for Village
Views is August 6th.  All cam-
era-ready ads and articles
must be submitted by 9 p.m. All
advertisements go to Gerri
Kennedy at 152 Wrenwood. All
articles go to Chandi Findley
427 Terrace Place or call 576-
0595 to e-mail an article.

Village Views welcomes reader
mail. Signed letters to the edi-
tor must be received by 9 p.m.
on Friday, August 6th. Please
limit length to 350 words.  Let-
ters over 350 words will be pub-
lished as submitted subject to
space availability. All signed let-
ters will be printed as submit-
ted; however, minor editing for
grammatical and typographical
errors may be necessary. Con-
tent will not be edited. Any
questions should be directed to
the editor. See below.

Advertisements for Village
Views may be placed in a va-
riety of sizes. A business card
size (2x4) is only $24 per
month. A classified ad is $5 to
Village residents only. Pay-
ment must accompany ad.
Call Business Manager Gerri
Kennedy @ 831-2388 for
aditional rates. Village Views
welcomes your business.
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Who to contact:
Managing Editor:
Chandi Findley @ 576-0595
address: 427 Terrace Place
T.P. 45174
Business Manager /
Advertisements:
Gerri Kennedy @ 831-2388
Distribution Coordinator /
Extra copies
Leslie Jones @ 831-2643
Calendar:
Roseann Hayes @ 248-2619
Layout:  Amy Dillman
Sports Editor: Lon Stirsman
Reporters:  Jenny Whitaker,
Bren Fries, Sherry Holcomb,
Susan House
Proofreader:  Betsy Porst
Photographers:
Terry Sexmith,
Ellie Pohlman
Typist: Lynette Overbey

Where to send:
Village Views P.O. Box 212
Terrace Park, OH 45174
Articles are accepted in any
form. If possible the staff pre-
fers to receive contributions
on disk. Save articles on disk
as Microsoft WORD files.
Please put your name and
date on disk. Photographs will
not be returned. The deadline
is Friday, August 6 at 9 p.m.

Village Views welcomes read-
ers to submit their ideas for
articles: promotions, awards,
school activities, engage-
ments, weddings, births...
things you think people would
like to know and read about.

Leaving the Village
Subscriptions are available for
$18.50 per year. To subscribe
call Gerri Kennedy @831-
2388.

Letters to the Editor To the Editor:
What a wonderful community we live in...and I mean it.  I believe

with all of my heart that Terrace Park is the best possible place in which
to live and raise our children. However, this community is made up of
human beings with all of the troubles and foibles that implies. As in any
community, we have a cross-section of people. We have our share of
philanthropists, caregivers, and thoughtful individuals.  But we also have
our share of curmudgeons, naysayers, and yes, cruel and unkind people.
It is the latter group that is responsible for causing the Kellys so much
grief.  I find it abhorrent and despicable and those responsible should be
deeply ashamed of themselves for their cowardice and cruelty.  However, I
also recognize it as an aberration in this community.

We often speak of “Terrace Park” as if it was a unit but the only true
unity in any community is limited to geography. Diversity begins the sec-
ond we have two or more people in the same room.  What we do have here
is a community with an unusually large base of good, well-meaning people
whose power is so much greater than those who would be malicious and
spiteful.  Let us celebrate that fact.  And let part of that celebration be a
hand of friendship and understanding extended to the Kelly family.

Again I say that I believe Terrace Park is the best POSSIBLE place in
which to live and raise our children.  However, if you moved into this village,
or any other community for that matter, believing that you had discovered
Utopia, then, I fear, not only are you in the wrong neighborhood; you are on
the wrong planet.

Respectfully,
Jeffrey E. Koreman
212 Cambridge Ave.

Letter to the Editor:
I wanted to thank the Village Views for the wonderful article about

the deployment of my husband, Gary.  The article was sent on to Africa
for Gary and his unit, the 322nd Engineering Detachment, to enjoy.  He
wanted me to be sure to send a brief update on the good work his unit,
and the US Army Reserves, is doing.  As covered in the recent Army
News, since April, the 322nd has successfully brought clean, clear water
to two villages in Djibouti, and despite the 120 degrees temperatures,
unfriendly wildlife (spiders as big as an adult male’s hand!), and political/
religious differences, the 322nd has made a big difference in the lives of
these villagers.  Sometimes I hear people say, “Well, at least Gary isn’t in
Iraq.”  While well meaning, these comments miss the point: the circum-
stances under which he is serving are far from ideal.  The war on terror-
ism is not necessarily a shooting war, particularly in a country that is
largely Muslim, poor, and a major recruiting ground for Al-Queda.  The
good deeds by the 322nd have a strategic edge.

Most of the villagers welcome the American help with open arms,
putting their political and religious beliefs aside. The people are poor
and ideology takes a distant second to health.  Despite some attitudes,
Gary says he and his unit are more often welcome than they are turned
away, but there remains a significant distrust of soldiers wearing an
American uniform.

I would be remiss not to thank the kind people of Terrace Park for
their warm inquiries about Gary, for the regular (and needed) help with
maintenance, and for the well wishes for him and for our family.  Kind-
ness comes in many forms, and Terrace Park has shown them all.

Sincerely,
Ann K. Lazarus-Barnes
332 Harvard Avenue

Dear Students and Parents of Terrace Park Elementary:
How do I begin to say thank you to all of you for the beautiful recog-

nition you provided for me on the last day of school?  There are no words
that can convey how touched I was and how much it meant to me. The
scrap book of letters and cards is something I will treasure always.  I find
myself going back to it again and again to reread the lovely letters inside
it. The family photograph is a wonderful gift to all of our family! I am
thrilled to have the opportunity to have a current picture of all of us to-
gether!  It will be a lasting reminder of “the way we were” the year I re-
tired!  Thank you for providing that for all of us.

Leaving Terrace Park Elementary is bittersweet for me.  On the one
hand, I am thrilled to have more leisure time for family and other inter-
ests.  On the other, I will miss my day-to-day association with the children
and parents of the village as well as with one of the most outstanding
staffs of educators I have ever known.  I am fortunate to have spent the
past 17 years of my life in a school where parents and teachers are
dedicated to providing a warm and caring learning environment for the
children of Terrace Park.  It has been a privilege to be a part of such a
special place.

With heartfelt gratitude and affection,

Karen Roberts
914 Stanton

To the Terrace Park community:
Outside your door is a nationally designated scenic river.  It is rich in

history and life, containing some 87 species of fish and 36 species of
mussels (five of which are on the endangered species list).  If you have
not taken a walk along the Little Miami through the Nature Preserve in
some time, make a point to do so.  My friends who live closer to down-
town sometimes question the logic of living at the edge of the county.
However, I can leave my house and within minutes be kayaking in a
nationally designated scenic river, and that is something that few Cincin-
nati-area neighborhoods can offer.

The Little Miami is something that we, as residents of Terrace Park,
should treasure.  There are only three rivers in Ohio designated as sce-
nic rivers under the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Program (although
that is more than are designated in Montana, Oregon and several other
states).  The Little Miami was Ohio’s first designated Scenic River (this
includes the Terrace Park section).

In addition to being recognized for its scenic beauty, the Little Miami
has excellent water quality. Ohio EPA classifies each body of water in the
state into one or more aquatic life habitat “use designations.” At 105 miles
long, the Little Miami contains the longest segment of “Exceptional
Warmwater Habitat” (EWH) designation of any stream in Ohio.  EWHs
are waters capable of supporting and maintaining an exceptional or un-
usual community of warmwater aquatic life.  In 1983, only 1.5 miles of
the Little Miami achieved full attainment with the EWH criteria.  However,
in 1993, 41 percent of the river was in full attainment — significant progress
that continues today.

Unfortunately, as development continues upstream of Terrace Park,
the threats to existing water quality and scenic beauty on our segment of
the river will increase.  In my twice-weekly drives to Columbus, I always
take Route 126 to Wards Corner Road.  In the past year, I have seen
white signs sprouting like mushrooms around Miamiville with the simple
message “No Sewage Plant.”  This proposed upstream Miamiville Plant
will have some affect on the segment of the Little Miami River that flows
through Terrace Park.

In April of 2003, the Clermont County Commissioners submitted an
application to the Ohio EPA for a new discharge permit.  This was the first
stage in building a new waste water treatment plant (WWTP).  No formal
location has been chosen, but six potential locations in and around
Miamiville have been identified.  They are all upstream of Terrace Park.
The application is for a plant designed to treat up to 2.2 million gallons
per day (GPD) of wastewater, which would then be discharged to the
Little Miami.  (There is currently a small plant at Wards Corner Road,
which would be maintained along with two other nearby small plants.)

Of course, regardless of the eventual location, any permit issued by
Ohio EPA will contain requirements for Clermont County to meet strict
water quality standards and limit the discharge levels of certain pollutants
such as total suspended solids (TSS), biochemical oxygen demand (BOD),
and ammonia nitrogens. In fact, Ohio’s standards are more stringent than
the federal standards. Nevertheless, even though the plant will be designed
and operated to meet these strict requirements, there will likely still be an
increase in pollutants, such as ammonia, discharged to the Little Miami.

There are persuasive arguments for and against the plant, or for that
matter, any WWTP.  One benefit of these plants is that they can minimize or
even eliminate combined storm water overflows. Overflows occur when
WWTPs and the combined sanitary and storm sewer pipes leading to the
WWTP cannot handle the flow from big rains.  The result is that diluted flow
bypasses the WWTP and is discharged directly to the river without first be-
ing treated. A new plant and upgraded sewer pipes can be designed to
accept all of the flow or separate out the storm water from the sanitary flow
to stop the overflows or significantly reduce them to a few times a year.

In addition, a new WWTP provides the opportunity for certain
unsewered areas with failing or poorly maintained home septic systems
to tie into the treatment system, thus eliminating the discharge of un-
treated wastes such as bacteria getting into the waterway through ground
water. (The proposed Miamiville plant will not impact the continued use
of septic systems in Terrace Park, as we are not in the area it will ser-
vice.)  In addition, modern treatment technology is much better and more
reliable, resulting in higher quality discharge than older plants or on-site
septic systems.  In many cases, for streams that would be dry or nearly
dry for part of the year, the well treated flow from a WWTP can enhance
the habitat that is so essential to maintaining aquatic life.

On the other hand, as in this case, WWTPs are usually designed not
only to serve existing needs but also to accommodate growth and ex-
pansion of an area.  The area that would be served by the Miamiville
WWTP is 10 times the size of Miamiville.  Some argue that such a plant
not only accommodates growth (until 2046), but encourages it. With such
growth comes more homes with chemically treated yards, more cars,
more driveways, and more parking lots. All of this growth can put further
stress on the river by threatening to lower the existing high water quality
of the river. Therefore, regardless of the technology employed at the plant,
or how well operated the plant is, there will likely be increases in the
amount of pollutants discharged to the river not only from the plant itself,
but from other sources as well.

It is important to note that during low flow periods (late summer-
early fall) the Little Miami’s flow in the middle to lower section of the
watershed, including Terrace Park, already contains a significant per-
centage of treated wastewater. Fortunately, the Little Miami for the most
part has been able to maintain high water quality and scenic beauty for
much of its length, but increased pressure from development may prove
too much of a challenge for the river.

It appears that Clermont County plans to submit their application to
the Ohio EPA for final plant location and preliminary design in July of this
year, with final drawings by December.  Most of the discussion now seems
to be focused not on whether Clermont County will build a plant, but
where it will be located.  Regardless of your sentiments on the proposed
WWTP, continued growth and development, and other related issues,
there will many opportunities to comment on the plant and to provide
your input between now and December.

Sources of information and contacts regarding the status of the
Miamiville WWTP include www.Miamiville.com, www.epa.state.oh.us,
www.littlemiami.com and www.co.clermont.oh.us.
Bill Hayes
06/07/2004 -
611 Yale
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Village Calendar 2004

 Please call Roseann Hayes @ 248-2619 with calendar information

Terrace Park Historical Society
“Tracking our past and present for the future”
By Carol C. Cole

Many unknown visitors find our
website and contact us requesting
additional information about our
families, houses and history.   Of-
ten they’re able to give us informa-
tion as well.  The following is an in-
teresting example.

On February 18, 2004 I re-
ceived an e-mail from someone I
did not know - Bradd Schiffman.
He is a programmer/analyst with
Wake Forest University School of
Medicine in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina.  However, he wrote of his
real interest,  “I am preparing a fea-
ture on the Formica World’s Fair
House from the 1964/65 New York
World’s Fair, and noticed you have
one.  The story in this property’s
data sheet says that ‘Stan Miller’s
1964 scrapbook’ has information
including floor plan and building
materials.  Is there any chance this
information still exists?”

Yes, the Terrace Park Histori-
cal Society has the September 17,
1964 article saved by Stan Miller
that first appeared in a Cincinnati
newspaper.  “First of the Cincinnati
area World’s Fair Houses to be un-
veiled to the public was the O. O.
Thompson model at 117 Fieldstone
Drive, in Terrace Park, which has
been open since June 14.  Mr.
Thompson’s ‘Italian Provincial’
World’s Fair House has been open
each weekend since that time,
drawing crowds of more than 1000
persons a day.  ‘Because our house
has received so much attention, we
have decided to keep the model
open for another two months,’ said

Robert Thompson, president.  ‘This
is a tribute to Cincinnatians who are
interested in imaginative home-
building features and tasteful inte-
rior decor.’  Besides many “modern
conveniences” what the home fea-
tured was Formica everywhere one
could put it.  We also have an Au-
gust 1964 article, with several pic-
tures, which details many features
of the home both inside and out.  It

was purchased by Mr. and Mrs.
Stanton Olinger in December 1965
and was their home for many years.
It was sold to Steve and Sybil
Schooler in 2000.

Now we also have the entire ar-
ticle Bradd Schiffman has on the
web site www.nywf64.com.  The
original release stated that The
Formica Corporation of Cincinnati,
a subsidiary of American Cyanamid
Company, signed an agreement to
exhibit a seven-room, 2,600 sq. ft.
house.  “The first house to use lami-
nated plastic for all interior walls, the
model also has modern Formica
furnishings and is designed for
maximum privacy and easy main-
tenance.”  “In addition to demon-
strating the application of all
Formica laminated plastic products,
the house will serve as a showcase
for other Cyanamid consumer prod-
ucts. Besides the house itself, 7,000
more sq. ft. of space will be used to
detail such products as Creslan
acrylic fiber, Melmac quality
melamine dinnerware, Acrylite
decorative sheet, Skydome sky-
lights and chemical aids for the farm
and garden.”  Bradd’s article has
many pictures and describes in de-
tail everything about the Formica
World’s Fair House and its sur-
rounding area. It also includes “A
Brief History of the Formica Corpo-
ration” with its global headquarters
in Cincinnati.

Neighbor continued from front page

June
25 TP Swim Club Family Fun Night - Family
Karaoke Night.

July
1 Open Forum on Village Finances, 7:30 p.m.,
Community Building

4 TP Swim Club Fourth of July Celebration

9 TP Swim Club Family Fun Night - Mexican Fi-
esta Night.

12 AARP Luncheon at SEM Villa in Milford. Noon.
Program: Carol Kormelink of Toastmasters presents
“Don’t Act Your Age.”  For reservations, call Betty
Smith at 831-5434.

12 TP Mayor’s Court 7 p.m. Community Building.

13 TP Village Council 7:30 p.m. Community Build-
ing.

20 Mariemont Board of Education Meeting 7:15
p.m. at MHS

23 TP Swim Club Family Fun Night - Family-friendly
movie and pizza.

August
4 TP Swim Club Ladies’ Day, sponsored by
Kindervelt #76. 11 a.m.-3 p.m.  $20 per person; pro-
ceeds benefit Children’s Hospital.  For more infor-
mation, contact Alison Connor at 831-4453.

6 TP Swim Club Family Fun Night - Family
Karaoke Night

9 AARP Meeting at SEM Villa in Milford. 1:30 p.m.
Program: Mr. and Mrs. Mike Rumpking will portray
Mr. and Mrs. Simon Kenton.  For more information,
contact Virginia Marquett at 831-2650.

13 TP Swim Club Family Fun Night - Family-friendly
movie and pizza.

23 First Day of school for Mariemont schools

27 TP Swim Club Lobsterfest

Despite having the smallest population of the four communities (Wil-
liams Meadow tax district is served as part of a larger Columbia Town-
ship), Terrace Park has the lowest village taxes.  Because Police, Fire
and EMS service remain fixed over a wide population range, the exact
opposite should be true.  For example, Mariemont has police coverage
comparable to Terrace Park, but they are able to spread the cost over 50
percent more residents and a much larger business tax base.  Small
villages are at a disadvantage.

Why are Terrace Park Taxes so low?  There are three main reasons:
1) Terrace Park government restricts itself to vital services like Fire, EMS,
Police, basic maintenance, street repair and waste collection.  Our physi-
cal facilities are minimal.  Mariemont taxes, for example, pay for their
community pool.  Wyoming provides services like a community center
that’s more elaborate than Terrace Park’s.
2) A continuous stream of estate tax revenue enabled Terrace Park to
avoid real estate tax increases for the past 12 years.  Estate tax revenue
has declined from over $400K in 2001 to $100K in 2003.  Our 2004 pro-
jection is $50K.  The village portion of your overall real estate tax bill has
declined from 22.5% in 1992 to 12.7% in 2004.
3) The single biggest factor that keeps taxes low is volunteerism.  Other
communities pay much more for Fire and EMS protection.  Beyond these
critical services, countless volunteer organizations combine to keep cost
low and community spirit high.

What is volunteerism worth?
We can estimate the value of volunteerism. Let’s assume living in Ter-
race Park is as desirable as living in Wyoming (we actually like it more,
but that’s a bit subjective:). If Terrace Park and Wyoming are comparable
and neither have much business tax revenue, then the value of
volunteerism is a straight-line projection of the differential in tax burden.
Here’s the math:

These calculations all use a hypothetical $250,000 home.  The aver-
age Terrace Park home is actually worth about $330,131 which would
expand the “Value of Terrace Park Volunteerism” to over $500K or 33%
of our annual $1.5 million operating budget.  Interestingly, a large portion
of this “Value of Volunteerism” can be traced directly to line-item cost
differentials between Terrace Park Fire and EMS and the same items in
budgets of neighboring communities. Our use of lower cost part-time
officers, also contributes to the “Value of Volunteerism.”

The downside of limited government and volunteerism is there’s little
room for additional cost savings. The abrupt decline in estate tax rev-
enue due to demographic and formula changes has forced us to con-
sume cash reserves once earmarked for capital improvements and emer-
gencies.  We are not alone. Mariemont and Wyoming have seen similar
declines in estate taxes. Calculations used to apportion revenue between
the state of Ohio and municipalities are controlled in Columbus. Given
state-level budget shortfalls, we can expect future changes that appor-
tion revenue to favor the state of Ohio.

Where do we go from here?
We need to replace the lost estate tax revenue or make substantial cuts in
village services. In addition, the money once designated for needed capi-
tal improvements should also be replaced.  We inherited Terrace Park from
people with the vision to establish Fire, EMS and Police departments.  They
set aside land for the Village Green and nature preserve.  They laid-out the
streets and planned for a great community.  Now it’s our turn.  We have
suffered what appears to be a permanent decline in estate tax revenue.
We have gone a long time without a tax increase - maybe too long.  We
want your input.  Please come to our June 24 or July 1 meetings and join in
the discussion to prepare Terrace Park for the future.

Sincerely,
Terrace Park Village Council, Treasurer and Mayor

Tax difference on a $250,00 home with $83,333 household income
Wyoming         $   1,153

Terrace Park      613

Difference (Terrace Park savings/household)                    540

Terrace Park Households      760

Savings per household *# of households = total savings

or The Value of Terrace Park Volunteerism                            410,061

Despite efforts from our village
council to have Metro maintain rush
hour bus loop service through Ter-
race Park, Metro has decided to
completely discontinue the bus ser-
vice that loops through the village.
The service will end in August.  Rid-
ers will still be able to catch the bus
on Wooster Pike.

The village is scheduled to put

Metro bus loop service to end
down crushed limestone or “re-
ground” in part of the Rawnsley
property. (The Rawnsley property
runs along the back of the commu-
nity building.) This lot is designated
to accommodate overflow parking
from the community building, and
all Metro riders from the village are
welcome to use this parking lot as
a kind of “park and ride” lot.

The design for Formica World’s Fair House featured Formica on many
surfaces including bathroom walls.
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Neighbor to Neighbor

Fletcher awarded scholarship for
outstanding high school career

Doug Fletcher, son of Steve
and Debbie Fletcher of 221 Miami
Ave., graduated Cum Laude from
Mariemont High School on June 6,
2004.  He was the Treasurer of his
senior class and a member of the
National Honor Society and Key
Club.  Throughout his four years of
high school, he earned letters in
football, basketball and baseball. He
was an Acolyte at St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church for the last five years
and this year volunteered more than
50 hours of his time doing other
community service work.  He will be
attending Miami University in the fall
where he will be majoring in Busi-
ness Finance.

Congratulations to Doug on his
receipt of a four year Air Force
ROTC scholarship which is only
awarded to 2,200 students out of
18,000 applicants nationwide.  He
is wished much success in his fu-
ture endeavors!

“Gracious” and “extremely
welcoming” are some of the words
incoming principal Linda Lee of-
fered to describe her first impres-
sion of the Terrace Park Elemen-
tary school community. She is ea-
ger to get started.

She comes to us with impres-
sive administrative and teaching
experience. Most recently, Lee
served as principal at Shawnee
Elementary in the Lakota school
district. Prior to that, she was the
assistant principal at Glen Este
Middle School in the West
Clermont district.  Also in that dis-
trict, Lee has acted as the special
education supervisor. Before be-
ing named supervisor, she taught
special education for nine and a
half years.

Linda Lee bears allegiance to
several area universities. She
earned her undergraduate degree

Welcome TPE’s new principal Linda Lee
By Betsy Porst

in education from Miami Univer-
sity; her masters in administration
and special education from the
University of Cincinnati; and con-
tinued course work at Xavier Uni-
versity. So, go Redhawks,
Bearcats and Musketeers!

Although she grew up on
the westside of Cincinnati, Lee
and her  husband now ca l l
Anderson home.  She will spend
this summer preparing for her
new role at TPE, but also enjoy-
ing outside interests that include
reading, traveling, gardening
and spending time with friends
and family.

Lee’s decision to accept this
new assignment was clinched the
day she toured TPE while school
was still in session.  Her interaction
with faculty members and some par-
ents and her observations of the
children pointed her in our direction.
She’s looking forward to the chal-

Linda Lee greeted parents and students at Meet the Principal night
at TPE. She is seen here with outgoing PTO president Dee Walter
and incoming president Jenny Whitaker.

lenge of “taking an excellent school
and moving it even farther forward.”

We’re excited to have her on
board.  Welcome, Linda Lee!

The Cincinnati Art Museum
(CAM) is hot this summer with some
cool, fun activities for families with
children of all ages.
It’s all about the children

The past comes alive in a spe-
cial exhibition about children in an-
cient Greece, featuring artifacts
spanning more than 1500 years.
Sure to interest and intrigue, Com-
ing of Age in Ancient Greece: Im-
ages of Childhood from the Classi-
cal Past allows families to experi-
ence through art some of the as-
pects of childhood and children in
ancient Greece.

Families can learn and explore
together the similarities and differ-
ences of growing up in ancient
Greece and growing up today
through the interactive, hands-on
learning components of the exhibit,

Keep cool with hot family fun
at the Cincinnati Art Museum

the toys - some of which are still
popular today, and the art works -
including bronze and stone sculp-
ture, vases, jewelry, toys, coins, and
marble grave monuments. Your chil-
dren will learn that while some things
change, others stay the same. Com-
ing of Age in Ancient Greece runs
through August 1, 2004. Admission
is free. Museum hours: Tuesday -
Sunday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Wednesday
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Closed Monday.
Something a little different

Food, fun, entertainment, blan-
kets, bugs, animals, and games - ev-
erything for a picnic is provided. All
we need is you! Picnic in the Park,
sponsored by the Cincinnati Art
Museum is sure to be the best din-
ner plans you will have all summer.
Scheduled for the third Wednes-
days in June, July, and August, the
CAM’s Terrace Cafe will pack a box
dinner, a blanket, and provide en-
tertainment and activities centered
around a theme for families both
inside and outside of the museum.
Stroll the grounds of the museum or
take your dinner down to Eden Park.
Themes: July 21 - Games Galore;
August 18 - Animals in Art. Hours: 5
p.m. - 9 p.m. Cost: $8 per person for
the general public; $6 per person for
CAM members.

For more information, contact
the Cincinnati Art Museum at 513-
639-2995.

Among the Seven Hills Upper
School seniors who were recipients
of major awards at commencement
was Terrace Park’s own Brooke
Richart.  Brooke was presented the
Alumni Association Service Award
for her outstanding record of com-
munity service.

Deepe named to Dean’s List
Erin Deepe of Floral Avenue

was named to the Dean’s List for
the spring semester at Ashland Uni-
versity. Erin, who is majoring in
Fashion Merchandise, was selected
for the Dean’s List by achieving at
least a 3.5 grade point average on
a 4.0 scale for the semester of the
award while being enrolled full time.

Congratulations, Erin!

Richart and Cottrell winners at  Seven Hills School
At the school’s Awards Day cer-

emonies at the Upper School, Jun-
ior Rob Cottrell of Terrace Park was
presented the Yale Book Award for
combining academic excellence with
involvement in the life of the school.

Congratulations, Brooke and
Rob!

DENNIS ELLIOTT PHONE:

831-1700

ELLIOTT ELECTRIC SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL & LIGHT COMMERCIAL

624 Miami Avenue
Terrace Park, Ohio 45174

David L. Fritz, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry

614 Wooster Pike
Terrace Park, Ohio 45174

Telephone
(513) 831-1331

20 Seconds to Gulf of
Mexico

Sanibel Island 2 BR / 2 BA & den
weekly rental. Shelling, pool, ten-
nis, sunsets and golf. Available
thru spring & summer. Call Annie
Rice for rates & brochure 831-
1054 or 831-3553.

Classified

Carbon monoxide detectors and smoke
alarms available through July
Do you have a carbon monoxide detector?  Is there a smoke alarm
near every bedroom?  The American Red Cross has provided Ter-
race Park Emergency Medical Services with these devices to help
us keep you safe.  Please call Annie Bauer (831-0728) if you need
a carbon monoxide detector or additional smoke alarms.
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Parades, candy, hot dogs, lem-
onade, barbeques, seeing distant
relatives.  Is that what Memorial Day
is all about?  Well, before this year,
that’s what it used to be.  It used to
be that of the two events we had at
the Green each year, Labor Day was
the fun one, Memorial Day was the
boring one.  Memorial Day used to
be nothing more than a day off from
school, a three day weekend.  But
that was then, this is now.  Now Me-
morial Day actually means some-
thing to me, thanks to a very special
veteran named Mr. Belliveau. Memo-
rial Day is more than a day off from
school, it’s much more.

After the Civil War, General
John A. Logan named May 30
“Decoration Day,” which later came
to be known as “Memorial Day.”  It
was originally a day set aside to
honor the graves of Union soldiers
who died.  Some say that the holi-
day actually started in Boalsburg,
Pennsylvania during the time of the
Civil War when three Southern
women started decorating the
graves of Union and confederate
soldiers. Not all places celebrate
Memorial Day on May 30. Kentucky,
Louisiana and Tennessee celebrate
Memorial Day on June 3.  For Texas,
Memorial Day is on January 19.
Other states celebrate it on differ-
ent days for different reasons.

Memorial Day is the one day
of the year where everyone gets to-
gether to honor the soldiers that
died in defense of the United States
of America.  Now when I say honor,
I don’t mean carelessly throw flow-
ers on a grave and then go home.  I
mean tenderly laying flowers on
soldiers’ graves, listening to
speeches, going to and maybe par-
ticipating in parades honoring sol-
diers, and thoroughly thinking about
what war must’ve been like. When
you put yourself in a soldier’s shoes,
war must’ve been terrifying. You
know that you have to do your duty
and serve your country, but you’re
afraid all the same.  You know that
when you leave on a mission, you
are putting your life in danger.  You
lose countless roommates that
have been your only friends in this
time of darkness, and you can’t

Following is the winning entry in the annual Kiwanis Club Memorial Day sixth-grade essay competition.

What Memorial Day Means to Me
By Annie Gaburo

grieve or mourn, or even think about
their loss, not giving them a proper
grave. Getting up every morning to
fight, fighting then going to bed at
night with horrible thoughts of the
day’s battle in your head, then get-
ting up and doing it over and over
again. You miss everyone at home,
but know that your chances of go-
ing back there alive are slim.  It feels
like you are living in a black hole
with no way out, no way out of the
misery, and sadness, loss.  You just
want to run far, far away and never
ever look back. When you think
about it, war must’ve been an ab-
solute nightmare.

Memorial Day means a lot to
me.  Before this year, it wasn’t much
at all.  It was just a day off school
and you go to a long, almost end-
less, boring service at the Green.
But now, now that it’s different, it’s
a time to be thankful.  Thankful that

you have men and women in your
country that are courageous
enough to go out and risk, and
sometimes lose, their lives for the
well-being of this country.  Thankful
that we have a strong army, and that
we all live in this beautiful, free
country.  We all must be thankful for
the United States of America.

Sometimes I sit and wonder
about the purpose of destructive,
cruel war.  But then, I think, without
it, I wouldn’t be living in the mag-
nificent country I live in today.  With
its marvelous, shimmering lakes,
rivers and oceans, its green rolling
hills, its golden grassy prairies, its
bountiful, plentiful farms, and its
enormous, rocky, snowy mountains.
I am proud to live in the land of the
free, and the home of the brave, and
I honor and truly thank the brave
men and women that let me do that.
I am proud to be an American.

821-6777
401 W. Wyoming Ave. Chris A. Rugh, Owner
Cincinnati, OH 45215 Res. 248-1091

Over 50 Years Family Service to the Community
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Paul Wynett, instructor,
teaches an exciting watercolors
class every Thursday morning at
10 a.m. at Anderson SC, 7970
Beechmont Avenue. Anyone 18

Watercolors class at Anderson
and older may join. If you want to
have some fun, this class is for
you! For more information on this
class or on other LifeSphere pro-
grams and services: 474-3100.

During two weekends in May, Boy
Scouts, parents, and volunteers of
Troop 286 distributed Vials of L.I.F.E.
to every home in Terrace Park.  About
850 kits, including the information
sheet, vial, and refrigerator magnet

“Vial of LIFE”  distributed throughout the Village
By Mickey Humler

were provided to families.
A few comments and questions

came up as we distributed the Vials.
The first was, “I don’t need a Vial of
L.I.F.E.”  When there is a life squad run,
it is sometimes just as important to
know that you don’t take any medica-

tions or have any allergies as it is to
know that you have medications, aller-
gies, or other medical conditions.  If you
take any medication it is important to
have the Vial of L.I.F.E. filled out and on
the top shelf of your refrigerator.

Another issue was what to do if
a magnet won’t stick to your refrigera-
tor door.  We suggest that you tape
the magnet to the side of the refrig-
erator on the side of the door handle,
or place the magnet on the top shelf
of the refrigerator.  Terrace Park EMS
will always check the top shelf of your
refrigerator for the Vial, even if the
magnet is not apparent.

Please remember to update the
information in the Vial of L.I.F.E. when-
ever there is a change in your medi-
cation or medical information.  It may
be a good idea to look at it monthly to
make sure everything is still accurate.

To begin this program we deliv-
ered one Vial of L.I.F.E. in each home.
Please determine for whom the Vial
is most appropriate, and complete the
information.  If you would like additional
Vials, please contact Mickey Humler
or Annie Bauer (513) 831-0728.

A special thanks to Chief Connie
Wilson and Mary Kipp of Terrace Park
Emergency Medical Services for their
support of this project, and Pete
Findley for helping with printing.  Also
thanks to the following scouts, parents,
and friends to assembled Vial pack-
ets and delivered them: Barrett
Albrecht, Annie Bauer, Grant
Brendamour, Taylor, Steve, and Sa-
rah Frohmiller, Cory Grever, Riley and
Sarah Humler, Dennis and Austin
Kokoruda, Nathan McMohan, Hank
Powell, Ally Rahe, Sy Swart,  Alex Utt,
Larry and Randall Williams, Cole,
Dillon, and Lisa Wilson.  We appreci-
ate your help!

MILFORD FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
541 Main Street, Milford Ohio 45150

513-831-5500
Ministers: Richard L. Thomas, Joseph M. Payne

Robert D. Lovell and R. Scott Miller

Traditional Worship Service: 9:25 & 11:00 a.m.
 Contemporary Worship Service 11:00 a.m.

Youth Contemporary Worship Service 11:00 a.m.

Serving Milford, Miami Township and Terrace Park

You’re Invited to Take a Tour...Visit Us At http://www.macwww.com

MM
Graphics

illanac

Things We Print...

Brochures Directories Newsletters
Business Cards Envelopes Pocket Folders
Business Forms Invitations Programs
Carbonless Forms Labels Rolodex Cards

Services We Perform...

Bulk Mailing Folding MarketPlace Lists
Color Copies Forms Control Numbering
Color Output GBC Binding Offset Printing
Copies - Xerox Graphic Design Thermography
Desktop Publishing Marketing Web Sites

248-2121

Helping to build your business...
one impression at a time!

Park 50 TechneCenter • 2002 Ford Circle • Milford, OH  45150

Responsible high school
graduate with grass cutting
experience eager to main-
tain your lawn this summer.
Call Addie @ 831-7701.

TUTORING
BEGINNING 2004 SCHOOL YEAR

MARCIE CROSBY
18 YEARS TEACHING EXPERIENCE,
GRADES 1 THUR 6, ALL SUBJECTS

726 FLORAL AVE.
831-4637
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When asked how long she has
danced, Jeri Gatch is quick to an-
swer, “Always.” That’s about right,
considering she took her first for-
mal ballet class at the age of three
and continues to dance today as a
professional with the Contemporary
Dance Theatre.

Chances are Jeri’s daughter,
five-year-old Lily, would give the
same answer and be just as accu-
rate. In fact, Jeri was dancing when
she was seven and a half months
pregnant with Lily. When Lily was
almost eight months old, she was
on stage and incorporated into
Jeri’s dance performance. Years
later, Jeri, Lily and Jeri’s mother
performed in a multi-generational
piece. Jeri explains that for Lily,
dancing is “kind of in her blood.”

It may seem a natural transi-
tion, then, for Lily to be perform-
ing with her mother in a dance
choreographed by Jeri and devel-
oped as a surprise for her father.
That and more took place recently
at “Choreographers without Com-
panies,” a regional dance concert
performed annually, this year at
the Jarson-Kaplan theatre at the
Aronoff Center.

Jeri submitted a proposal for
her bicycle-themed dance and was
accepted as a choreographer. Her
inspiration came from her husband,
John Gatch, who is a serious cy-
clist and bicycle racer, and from the
music put together last year for the
100th anniversary of the most fa-
mous bicycle race, the Tour de
France. Jeri surprised her husband
with the concept of the dance and
then enlisted his help with techni-
cal direction and translating the
moves and culture of bicycling into
a dazzling dance performance.

“Lily kind of stole the show,”
says Jeri. “It has been fun to watch
her develop as a dancer. I’m in this
dual role as Lily’s choreographer
and her mother, and then we also
get to dance together. It has been a
lot of fun, but I have twice as many
costumes to deal with!”

Despite all the work, Jeri has
enjoyed having her family and even
her neighborhood involved in this
project. A large group from Terrace
Park attended the concert and even
threw a cast party for the perform-
ers. “I felt so much community sup-

Dance is really a family affair
By Sherry Holcomb

port for this show,” adds Jeri.
As for her next performance,

Jeri plans to concentrate on her role

as wife and mother to Lily and three-
year-old Lewis. She is calling this
dance, “family summer.”

Five year old Lily Gatch (on bike) performed in a dance choreo-
graphed by her mom, Jeri.

The Terrace Park PTO gave the
meaning of garage sale a different
twist this year. In addition to a sale,
a painting party was held. Artist
Elaine Fening provided materials to
turn old chairs and desks into works
of art. Students and their parents
had a wonderful time. More than
$1000 was raised.

Garage sales were held at all
the Mariemont Schools in May.

Terrace Park
E l e m e n t a r y
garage sale

Kim Ehrnschwender and daugh-
ter, Adrienne.

No July Paper
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Terrace Park Sports

To the casual observer, this
year’s Terrace Park Recreation
Committee (TPRC) youth baseball
didn’t seem much different than in
years past. On the surface, this
baseball season was still all about
Terrace Park kids having fun while
developing their skills and compet-
ing in the game of Baseball. Be-
neath the surface, however a fairly
significant change took place.  This
year, players in the second through
sixth grade moved from Knothole
baseball to Little League baseball.

Little League and Knothole are
two separate baseball membership
organizations that are differentiated
by their team recruiting policies and
game rules and guidelines, among
other things. While Knothole has
served Terrace Park youth well over
the past years, the Recreation Com-
mittee felt that Little League was
better aligned with its own principles
and philosophies.  Specifically, Little
League employs rules that foster
fundamental development. Base
stealing is more limited than Knot-
hole, allowing both pitchers and hit-
ters to concentrate on execution
rather than the prevalent “walk then
steal” philosophy that had become
common place in years past.

While this season is a “test run”
of sorts, initial feedback from
coaches and parents alike has been
positive. The environment is more
relaxed and conducive to skill im-
provement. Terrace Park teams
compete against opponents from
Tealtown, Anderson, and Bethel.

Although the TPRC feels the
move to Little League was the right
thing to do, there are challenges
ahead. The goal of our Baseball
program is much like the develop-
ment of Lacrosse and the upcom-
ing Youth Football program, where

It wasn’t baseball as usual
By Tricia DiMichele,
TPRC Website/Publicity Director
www.tprc.net

all the communities of the school
district are involved. Mariemont and
Fairfax are still aligned in Knothole
Baseball, and it is TPRC’s hope that
the three communities will charter
Little League baseball in the upcom-

ing season. Commissioner Bren
Fries will be seeking ideas and com-
ments from coaches and parents
about this season and the future
ones as the quest for the best brand
of baseball continues to evolve.

JAMES R. BELL
Attorney At Law

6700 Chestnut Street�
Mariemont, Ohio 45227

Estate Administration
Wills and Trusts

Family Law
Business and Real Estate

271-6554

Please contact Lon Stirsman
if you have an idea for a
sports related article. Email:
stirz@fuse.net

A local golf course has
been chosen as the site of a
statewide golf tournament. Ter-
race Park Country Club located
in Milford will host the 81st
Women’s Ohio State Golf Asso-
ciation Amateur Championship
the week of July 12-16.

Attracting the best women
golfers in Ohio, the WOSGA
Amateur Championship is con-
sidered one of the top five ama-
teur events for women in the
United States.  According to the
WOSGA, in the past two years
45 percent of the entrants had
a handicap index less than five,
half had a handicap of five or
less, and 64 percent were un-
der a seven handicap.

Many of the finest clubs in
Ohio have hosted this tourna-
ment since the first champion-
ship in 1920. Courses are se-
lected on the basis of regional
diversification, challenging
course layout, club amenities,
and renowned reputation.

Terrace Park Country Club
is well known for its challeng-
ing, yet very playable, golf
course. The layout stretches
nearly 6,700 yards from the
black tee plates, 6,300 yards

from the blue tees, and 5,300
yards from the front tees. With
the help and advice of re-
nowned golf architect, Arthur
Hills, the course has evolved
through a long series of im-
provements, with future en-
hancements in the works.

Cincinnati golfers have won
the WOSGA Amateur Champi-
onship in the past, including
Joan Comisar, Louise Kepley,
Jane Klare, Julie Palmer, and
Terrace Park member Sandy
Jones. In 2003, Ohio’s state
team won the National State
Championship team event.

Contestants will play one
practice round on either Satur-
day, July 10, or Sunday, July 11.
On Monday, July 12, tourna-
ment play will begin with stroke
play to qualify for match play,
which will continue for the rest
of the week.  The 36-hole cham-
pionship round Friday, July 16,
will conclude tournament.

For more information re-
garding this prestigious tourna-
ment, or for information about
Terrace Park Country Club
membership, please call (513)
831-3384.

Golf tournament coming
to a course near you


